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Kyo-an(#%) and French missionaries in the Chungcheong
region during the Enlightenment Period

Bang, Sang-Keun

Historian

Kyo-an(Zi ) refers to all disputes(conflicts) between believers and
non-believers or missionaries and officials caused by Christianity, as well
as diplomatic negotiations cases resulting from it. This article analyzes 31
Kyo-an in Chungcheong-do from the time missionaries re-entered Korea
to 1905.

The characteristics of the 31 cases can be broadly divided into ‘an-
ti-Catholicism’ and ‘Tendency to rely on the influence of the church’.
Among them, 12 cases were of the ‘antipathy’ character and 19 cases of the
‘relying’ character. In the case of ‘antipathy’, the number of cases before
1895 was higher than after, and the number of Kyo-an related to ‘relying’
after 1896 was significantly higher than before. As of 1895, there were
many cases of ‘antipathy’ before and a large number of ‘relying’ after that,
and this is related to the fact that the status of the Catholic Church has
risen since 1895.

These contents are similar to the previous research results, but The
following contents can be pointed out as the characteristics of the

Chungcheong-do Gyoan. compared to other regions, there were more cas-



es of confrontation with the ruling class in the villages, the relatively large
number of land-related Kyo-an, and the movement to separate the believ-
er’s fault from the missionaries.

The Kyo-an was either resolved at the ‘local officials and missionar-
ies’ stage, or if not, it was reported to the central government and inter-
vened by the Foreign Office and the French legation. Of the 31 cases, 22
cases developed into diplomatic matters. And looking at the results of the
treatment, 8 cases were dealt with according to the will of the government,
and for the rest, solutions were sought in a direction favorable to the
church.

The attitude of the missionaries toward the Kyo-an was not one-sided.
Although they actively responded to cases related to the increase in church
membership and the prestige of the church, they followed the judgment of
the local official in cases where the members were clearly wrong. Howev-
er, cases involving the catechist or server generally showed a protective

attitude towards their actions.

Keywords : Chungcheong-do, Kyo-an(Z{%), missionaries, anti-Catholi-

cism, Tendency to rely on the influence of the church





