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ABSTRACT

Awareness of Postwar History of the Catholic Church in Japan:

Focusing on the Message of the Council for Justice and Peace

LEE, SUNYI
Kyunghee University

This paper examines the statement issued by the Justice and Peace
Council on the postwar historical perception of the Japanese church by
dividing it into four historical issues. First, the issue of history textbooks,
second, the alien registration law and fingerprinting, third, the Yasukuni
Shrine issue, and fourth, the Japanese military ‘comfort women’ issue. The
Justice and Peace Council is concerned that Japan's right-wing, right-
handed history textbooks are far from the common understanding of history
in East Asia and do not teach the issues young people must know in order
to relate to Asian people. In addition, the church expressed its position on
the issue of fingerprinting in Japan from the standpoint of the church that
no human should be discriminated against because all human beings are
equal and precious as children of God.He criticizes that the Japanese prime
minister's official visit to Yasukuni Shrine, which was “the spiritual pillar
of militarism during the wartime emperor,” is “affirming the war 60 years
ago” and glorifying dying “for the sake of the country.” Finally, he
commented on the position of recognizing that the “comfort women”
system of the Japanese military was “essentially state-recognized rape and

enslavement.” This positional statement says that all Christians are given a
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mission to work so that people and society can change from within.

Key words:

Japanese Catholic Church, Japanese Catholic Justice and Peace Council,
Responsibility for War, Recognition of History, History Textbook, Fingerprint
System, Alien Registration Law, Yasukuni Shrine, Japanese Military

‘Comfort Women’



