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ABSTRACT

The Re-entry and Relief Activities of the Maryknoll during
the Liberation to the Korean War Period

Lee, Min-seok
The Research Foundation of Korean Church History

This study examines the missionary and relief activities of the Mary-
knoll Fathers and Brothers (Maryknoll) and Catholic Relief Services (CRS)
in Korean society from the Liberation in 1945 through the Korean War.
Expelled during the Pacific War in 1941, Maryknoll missionaries re-en-
tered South Korea after liberation but faced the challenges posed by the
division of the Korean Peninsula and the onset of the Cold War, which
prevented their return to their original apostolate in the Pyongyang Vicar-
iate Apostolic. In this context, they acted as intermediaries between the
Korean Catholic Church and the U.S. military government, actively em-
bracing anti-communism and responding to the North Korean regime’s
suppression of religion within the ideological framework of the Cold War.

After the outbreak of the Korean War, CRS—under the leadership of
Monsignor George M. Carroll—launched large-scale humanitarian opera-
tions for refugees and those affected by the conflict. By importing and
efficiently distributing substantial quantities of aid, including food, medi-
cine, and clothing, CRS played a pivotal role in the postwar reconstruction

of Korean society through comprehensive relief initiatives, such as emer-



-3t YY) tl2ls AYRnsle) WrEY 15 g - 467

gency aid, medical services, and support for social welfare institutions.
Maryknoll missionaries also contributed significantly by assisting in the
establishment of the military chaplaincy system and carrying out pastoral
work in prisoner-of-war camps. Furthermore, they were entrusted with a
new mission territory in Chungcheongbuk-do, replacing the lost mission

area in Pyongyang.

Keywords:
Maryknoll, Catholic Relief Service, chaplain, George M. Carroll



